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I have to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 28th ult., 
forwarding, for suhnaission to His Excellency the Lord Lieutenant, the Emigration 
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1 am, Sir, 

Your obedient Servant, 

■ E. O’EARRELL. 

The Registrar- General, 

General Register Office, 

Charlemont House, 

Dublin. 
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OBSEEVATIONS 

ON 

THE EMIGRATIOtf STATISTICS OF IRELAID 

FOR THE YEAR 1916. 


TO HIS EXCELLENCY IVOR CHURCHILL, BARON WIMBOBNE, 

(fee., &C-, &c., 

LORD LIEUTENANT-GENERAL AND OENSRAI GOVERNOR OF IRELAND. 


I have the honour of submitting for your Excellency’s consideration this Report 
on the Statistics of Emigration from Ireland for the year 1916. 

“ An Emigrant ” is defined, for the purposes' of this Report, as “ a person who 
[eaves Ireland with the intention of settling 'permanently elsewhere , and the 
Enumerators have instructions to furnish particulars regarding such persons 
departing in each passenger ship which sails from an Irish port. 


GENERAL SUMMARY. 

The total number of emigrants who embarked at Irish ports during the year 
[916, with the intention of settling permanently elsewhere, was 7,366, of whom 1,786 
Were males and 5,580 females. 

Of the 7,366 persons, 7,302 (1,743 males and 5,559 females) were natives of 
Ireland. This number, representing a rate of 1.7 per 1,000 of the estimated popu- 
lation, is 3,357 under that for 1915, and is the lowest annual number of emigrants 
recorded for Ireland. 

From the 1st May, 1851 (the date at which the collection of emigration returns 
commenced), to the close of the year 1916, no less than 4,316,602 persons (2,243,059 
males and 2,073,543 females), all natives of Ireland, emigrated from Irish ports, the 
total number representing 82.8 per cent, of the average population. 


EMIGRATION BY PROVINCES AND COUNTIES. 

Included in the 7,302 emigrants in 1916 are 1,515 natives of the province of 
i^inster, 1,056 natives of Munster, 2,733 natives of Ulster, and 1,998 of Connaught. 
Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



■i EMIGRATION STATISTICS OF IRELAND, 1916. 

emigrants, 2,905 were from Leinster. 1,550 from MnnstBr 
3,790 from Ulster, and 2,414 from the province of Connaught. ’ 

The male emigrants from the province of Leinster 'during the year IQIR 
numbered o08, being l,p0 below the number for 1915; the males f?om Munster were 
129, or 850 below; those from Ulster amounted to 934, or 1,449 below anrl 
those tor Connaught numbered 172, or 1,196 below the number of males who left 
province in 1915. 

Of the female emigrants in 1916, the natives of the province of Leinster 
numbered IjOOJ. or 61 under the number for the preceding year; the female emi- 

excess of the number recorded for 
1915; Ulster accounted for 1,799 female emigrants, being 392 above the number of 
females who ^igrated from this province in 1915 ; while the province of Connaught 
female emigrants, being 780 above the number of such emigrants in 

In the year 1918 as may be seen from Table 4, the six counties showing the 
highest proportion of emigrants per 1,000 of the population were: — Louth (8 41 
Sligo (4.4) Leitrm ^2), Mayo (3.4), Longford (2.8), and Armagh (2.8). The lowest 

Londonderry County and County Borough 
(0 6 ) Tipperary (0.6), and Waterford County and County Boron|h 

to Table B. on page 6, the emigrants, natives of the province of 
1 490 T 54 ^ 1 ^ December, lOie) numbered 

1289 605 average population; in Ulster they numbered 

081 ;oni™l “mo “Leinster 745,023, or 68.3 per cent. ; and in Connaught, 
731,081, equivalent to 91.8 per cent, of the average population of the province^ 

The counties vvhioh lost most heavily by emigration during the period referred 
/with P®t cent, of the average population, were Kerry 

(with a ratio of 126.0 per 100 of the average population); Clare (1171)- Cork 

County and County Borough (112.8); Longford (105.1); Tipperary (104 1' and 

Limerick County and County Borough (103 8). /’ y ana 

the lowest ratios were as follows : -Dublin County and County 
/51 n n Qi“w tLe average population), Wicklow County (42.8), Kildare 

(51.1), Down (55.3), Wexford (59.1), and Louth (60.7). 


AGES OF EMIGRANTS. 

T, 1 Table 1, pages S-9, it will be observed that of the total emigrants from 

®'® P®" ) were infants under one year of 

age, dOO (or 4.1 per cent.) were aged one and under five years, 671 (or 9.1 per cent.) 
were between 5 and 15 years, 4,242 (or 57.8 per cent.) were between 15 and 25 years 
ot ap, 1,162 (or 16.8 per cent.) were aged 26 and under 35 years, 637 (or 7.3 per 
years, 291 (or 3.9 per cent.) were between 45 and 55 
years, 61 (or 0.8 per cent.) were between 55 and 60 years, and 60 (or 0.8 per cent.) 
were aged 60 years and upwards. • ^ ^ 


Thus, 13.8 per cent, of the emigrants for the year 1916 were under 15 years of 
age, 73.4 per cent, were between 15 and 35 years, while 12.8 per cent, were aged 35 
years and upwards. In the preceding year the corresponding percentages were 
6.8, 83.6, and 9.6; in 1914 they were 7.4, 86.6, and 6.0; in 1913 they were 8.0, 85.4, 
and 6.6; in 1912 these percentages were 7.6, 85.9, and 6.5; and in 1911 they were 
7 fi Sft 7 anrl ft 7 *' 


Table 1 also shows that among the male emigrants, by quinquennial ages,, the 
age-period, 15 and under 20 years, furnishes the largest number of males, viz. : — ■ 
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256, or 14 per cent, of the total males; and that the age-period 20 to 25 years supplies 
the highest number of females, the number of female emigrants so returned bein°' 
2,322, or 42 per cent, of the total number of females who emigrated. “ 


CONJUGAL CONDITIONS. 

Statistics regarding the conjugal conditions of the emigrants by ages and sexes 
are also given in Table 1. Of the 1,786 males who emigrated during the year 1916 
520, or 29.1 per cent., were described as married men or widowers, and of the 5,58o’ 
female emigrants, 888, or 12,3 per cent., were married or widowed. In the preced- 
ing year, 11.4 per cent, of the males, and 17.5 per cent, of the females were married 
or widowed. 


DESTINATIONS OF EMIGEANTS. 


Table 4, on page 13 gives for each county of Ireland the destinations of 
the emigrants, while Table A, below, furnishes this information for the whole 
country during each of the years 1912 to 1916. 


Of the 7,302 emigrants (natives of Ireland) to all parts in 1916, 4207 (or 57 6 
per cent.) left for the United States, as against 6,681 (or 62.7 per cent ) in the ore 
ceding year. In 1916, 2,446 (or 33.5 per cent.) embarked for Great Britain (1 724 
going to England and Wales, and 722 to Scotland) as compared with 2 898 (or 2 
per cent.) m 1915; 1,047 (or 5.2 per cent.) in 1914; 1,149 (or 3.7 per cent) in 1913- 
and 1,867 (or 6.4 per cent), in 1912. ' 

There were 485 emigrants for Canada, in comparison with 5,788 in 1912 6 673 
in 1913, 2,909 in 1914, and 597 in 1915. ’ ’ 


To South Africa 19 persons emigrated during the year 1916, to Australia 100 
(as against 842, 915, 768, and 347, respectively, in the four preceding years), to 
New Zealand 27, and to other countries 18. 


Table A.— Showing the Destinations of the Emigrants— Natives of Ireland— who 
left during each of the 5 years 1912-16 ; the estimated population 
in the middle of each of those years ; the ratio of Emigrants to the 
Population; and the proportion per cent, of the total number of 
Emigrants who left for each Destination. 


Y„. 

To the Colonies and Foreign Countries. | 

To Qieat Britain. 

Oeneta! 

Total. 

Eattinated 
Popnlntion 
in the middle 
of each Year 

RsUa of 
EmlcranlB 

LMOo? 
Lite Fcpn* 

America 

(United 

StatcsL 

Canada. 

Sonbli 

Alrlca 

Australia 

Zealand 

i? 

Total. 

England 

and 

Wales. 

Scotland 

Total. 

1912 

1913 
I9U 
1916 
1916 

20,466 

21,758 

15,272 

6,681 

4,207 

5,788 

6,673 

2,909 

697 

485 

147 

214 

118 

68 

19 

842 

915 

768 

347 

lOO 

189 

220 

172 

53 

27 

46 

38 

28 

15 

18 

27,477 

29,818 

19,267 

7,761 

4,856 

1,421 

911 

9U 

1,954 

1,724 

446 

288 

138 

944 

722 

1,867 

1,149 

1,047 

2,898 

2,446 

29,344 

30,967 

20,814 

10,659 

7,302 


6- 7 

7- 1 
4-6 
2*5 
1-7 

Proportion per Cent. 

1912 

1913 

1914 

1915 

1916 

69- 7 

70- 3 
75-2 
62'7 
57-6 

19-7 

21-5 

14-3 

5'6 

6-6 

0-5 

0-7 

0.6 

0-6 

0-3 

0.9 

3-0 

8-8 

3-8 

1-4 

0-6 

0-7 

0-8 

0-6 

0-4 

02 

0-1 

0-1 

O'l 

0-2 

93- 6 
96-3 

94- 8 
72-8 
66-5 

4'9 

2’9 

4-5 

18-3 

23-6 

1-5 

0-8 

0-7 

8-9 

9'9 

6-4 

3.7 

6-2 

27-2 

33-5 


- 

- 
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Table B. — Showing, by Sexes, the number of Emigrants from each Province and 
County, from the 1st of May, 1851, to the 31st of December, IQig 
with the ratio to the average Population.* 


PROTIKCSJa AKD COOMTIES. 

Estimated 

Average 

Population.* 

Emigrants Ii'om l8t May. 1861, to 31st Deeembet.Mie, 

Males. 

Females. 

Totai. 

Emigrants to 
every 100 olme 

Avenue 
ropalatioQ • 

Province of Leinster. 

Carlow County .... 
Dublin ... 

Eildare . 

Kilkenny „ . 

King’s „ . . . . 

Longford ... . ' . 

Louth „ . 

Meath „ • 

Queen’s . 

Westmeath „ . 

Wexford „ • 

Wicklow . 

Total, .... 

Province of Munster. 

Clare County ... 

Cork „ . 

Kerry , 

Limerick ... 

Tipperary . ... 

Waterford . 

Total, .... 

Province of Ulster. 

Antrim County 
Annagh „ 

Cavan 

Donegal „ . _ 

Down 

Fermajiagh 

Londonderry ... 

Monaghan ,, 

Tyrone 

Total, .... 

Province of Connaught. 

Galway County 
Leitrim . 

Mayo n . 

Roscommon ,, . 

Sligo . 

Total, 

County unspecified, 

Total — Natives of Ireland, 
Persons helcmging to other Countries, •ui/w 
emhnrked at Irish PoHs from 1868 to 
1916, ivrhtsive, 

LIenekal Total, 

48,357 

427,137 

78,180 

104,908 

76,311 

60,415 

80,137 

91,968 

76,028 

77,116 

128,422 

74,030 

18,348 

69,984 

22,133 

40,522 

82,148 

32,136 

24,164 

36,572 

30,199 

28,539 

89.973 

17,757 

17,249 

55,375 

17,866 

37,743 

30,347 
31,372 
24,489 
33,106 
29,960 
25,190 
35,906 
• 13,962 

35.597 

125,359 

39,988 

78,265 

62,490 

63,508 

48,653 

69,677 

60,159 

53,729 

75,879 

31,719 

73- 6 
29-3 
51'1 

74- 6 
81-9 
105'1 

60-7 

75- 8 
79-1 
69-7 
591 
42-8 

1.323,004 

392,470 

362,553 

745,023 

56-3 

144,201 

492,309 

191,800 

185,786 

212,134 

114,891 

82,674 

287,069 

120,480 

97,917 

114,528 

58,611 

86,220 

268,423 

121,137 

94,891 

107,483 

50,721 

168,894 

556,492 

241,617 

192,808 

222,011 

109,332 

1171 

112-8 

126-0 

103- 8 

104- 7 
96-2 

1,341,121 

761,279 

728,875 

1., 490, 154 

111-1 

416,804 

159,687 

128,430 

206,414 

295,002 

85,902 

164,680 

102,619 

196,048 

172.257 

60,182 

63,132 

74,146 

97,914 

30,651 

64,950 

41,823 

79,518 

126,084 
47, 130 
61,952 
66,694 
65,353 
28,961 
50,744 
38,313 
69,901 

298,341 

107,312 

125,084 

140,740 

163,267 

59,612 

115,694 

80,136 

149,419 

71-6 

67- 2 
97-4 

68- 2 
55-3 

69- 4 

70- 3 
78-1 
76*2 

1,755,536 

684,573 

555,032 

1,239,605 

70-6 

239,303 

87,731 

232,880 

130,735 

105,947 

111,876 

42,286 

91,051 

86,444 

43,314 

124,354 

43,662 

113,747 

60,177 

46,170 

236,230 

85,948 

204,798 

116,621 

87.4S4 

98-7 

98-0 

87-9 

S9-2 

82-6 

796,596 

342,971 

388,110 

731,081 

, 91.8 

- 

61,766 

48,973 

110,739 

_ 

_ 

2,243,059 

2,078,543 

4,316,602 

82-8 



35,717 

14,083 

50,700 


5,216,257 

2,278,776 

2,088,526 

4,367,302 

— 


Baaed on the Oeoana Returns oI iS51 , 1S61. tan, lasi, 1891. 1901, and 1911. 
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OCCUPATIONS. 

•It will be seen^ from Table 2, which gives statistics of the occupations of the 
eiuigrunts with their ages, that of the total number of male emigrants, 703 (or 39 
per cent.) were returned as labourers, and that of the female emigrants 3,799 (or 68 
per cent.) were described as servants. 

Table 3 furnishes particulars regarding the occupations and ages of emi- 
grants bound for the United States of America. From this it will be observed that 
146 (or 43 per cent.) of the males were returned as labourers, and 3,172 (or 82 per 
cent.) of the females as servants. 


PREPAID PASSAGES. 

Of 4,162 steerage passengers to the United States, 516, or 12.4 per cent., had 
cheir passages paid for in America. 

The figures for the year 1916, and for each of the ten years preceding, are 
given in the following statement : — 


y..r. 

steerage FasBengers to tbe United States of America. 

Total Number. 

Number who bad their passagee paid 
for in America. 

190)5 

25,278 

9,630 

1907 

27,838 

8,997 

1908 

15,373 

0.268 

1909 

20,068 

6,814 

1910 

22,639 

7,263 

1911 

19,897 

6,396 

1912 

18,857 

5,762 

1913 

19,368 

6,671 

1914 

13,649 

3,752 

1915 

6,618 

579 

1916 

4,162 

510 


Of the 516 emigrants whose passages were paid for in America in the year 
1916, 21 left in the first quarter of the year, 131 in the second, 185 in the third, and 
179 in the fourth quarter. 


I have the honour to be 

Your Excellency’s faithful servant, 

WILLIAM J. THOMPSON, 


Genbraij Register Office, 

Oharlemont House, Duhlin, 
2%ih March, 1917. , 


Registrar-General 


T£i.1bles; 
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Table 1. — Showing, for each County and Province, the Numbers, Sexes, Ages, and Conjugal 
Condition of the Persons who emigrated from Ireland during the year 1916. 
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Table 2. — Showing the Occupations and Ages of Male and 



Unchiniati. 

Uillworkcii, ..... 

Senniftrenei *od Shlrtmftkin, 

Trades not before speoiOed, 

Other Ocoupatior.i ranking with Trades. . 

IV. — Sn-niee Cia>» .— 

Laandreaset, ...... 

Serrants, .... 

V. — llwpeoffietl ( ittclvdivg wivii nwrf chiliim). 
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Female Emigbants who left Ireland during the year 1916. 
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Table 3. — Sho-wing the Occupations and Ages of Male and Female Emigrants 
■who left Ireland for the United States of America during the year 1916,* 


1 Under IS c.Dd 25 and 45 and Not 
I 15 I under under op- Sped- 
yeara I 25 { 45 I iraidD I tied 


TOTAr, Mi!,R8 AND FEMALEB, 


TOTAI- UAI.BS, . 

at.ASSES. 


I8li »,:14S fifll I 

65 1C5 r.3 I 


l.—l'TO/tnional and Independtnl Claet, 
Cla», 

III.— Artf«nn C'lo« and PHty Shopktaper 


J'ro/«»«i(niaJ and Indepeiidni 


TOTAL FKUALES, .... 

... 

8,178 

i>6S 

48 

.. 

. , CLASSES. 

.[• Olati, 

IL—J/idille Clast, 

lv'~/'Mra7 

V. -Unjjwtlfittl . . ’ ] , [ 

^6 

2^ 

58 

2,8M 

59 

12 

82S 

135 

■5 

8 

86 


*•— oHcl Indejitndent Clast,— 






II.— aiiddJt 

ClcrVa and T>-i)latB 

GoT«raeni>«, Seliooliulitceiiet, and Taadiera," 
Sliopktfpcrt. ..... 

Shop .AiBiainuta, 

1 

43 

SU 

16 

1 

36 



Drowmakere and Uilllnera, . 

Hoiiickeepert,” 

Madiitlits, -....' 

Millwork«ri, 

Sumatre-MM and Slilrtinakera , 

Tradet not before apeclSed. 

Other Ocoupat.OQ) raokinr with Tradea. 


3S 

i 

3 

14 

16 

2 

1 

’5 


JV .—(’'fiifral Sn-efef Clais.— 
I.aundreieei, . 

‘b 

1 

2,833 

626 

's 



04 

18 

136 

86 
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Tablb 4-Showng the DortinaMons o£ the Emigraats-Natiyes of Irelaod- 
from each County and Province during the year 1916, and the number 
of Emigrants to every ],000 of the Population, according to the Census of 




To Foreign Countries and the Colonies 



j 


1 No. of 

Fbou what Coputy 










j 

; 

OB pBOYINOE 

America 





; 




1 

J Genera 

, Popula- 

; grants 

( United 
States) 

Canada 

Soutl 

Iralia 

Zea- 


Total 

and an< 
Wales 

Scot- 

land 

1 Total 

Total 

1 tion in 
1 1911 

) to every 
j 1,000 of 







1 






1 


Cirlow, .... 

3S 

3 

1 

! 3 


1 

46 

10 


! 10 

56 

36,252 

1 1.5 

Dublin Co. and Co 
Borough, 

j 146 

31 

3 

! 10 


1 

191 

149 

15 

1 104 

365 

477,196 

j 0.7 



1 7» 

8 


10 



97 

26 


j 26 

123 

66,627 

: 1.8 

Kilkenny, . . . 

1 27 

3 


1 



31 

6 


6 

37 

74,962 

1 0.5 

King’s, .... 




















30 

3 


3 


66,832 

0.7 

Longford, . . 

105 

3 


4 



112 

11 


u 

123 

43,820 

2.8 

Louth 

7-t 

8 


1 


3 

86 

400 

50 

450 

536 

63,665 

8.4 

Meath, 

34 


1 

2 



37 

42 

8 

50 

87 

65,091 

1.3 

Queen's, .... 

42 

2 





44 

8 


8 

52 

54,629 

1.0 

IVestmeatb, . 

33 

1 


3 



37 




37 

59,986 

0.6 

ITciford 

12 



1 



13 




13 

102,273 

0.1 

iVicldow, 

26 

2 


2 



30 

21 

6 

27 

57 

60,711 

0.9 

total o! Leinster 

6o0 

62 

6 

37 


5 

760 

076 

7i) 

735 

1,515 

1,162,044 

1.3 

dare 

211 

4 


5 



220 

7 

4 

11 

231 

104,232 

2.2 

Cork Co. and Co. 

262 

9 

2 

2 

3 


278 

42 

1 

43 

321 

392.104 j 

0,8 

‘•'■j' 

220 

4 



1 


227 

14 


14 

241 

159,691 r 

1.5 

Limerick Co. and 
Co. Borouch 

99 



4 



103 

9 


9 

112 

143,060 1 

0.8 

Tipperary, . , 

90 

3 

1 

3 



97 




97 

152.433 

0.6 

IVatorfocd Co. and 
Co Borough 

42 

4 


2 


4 

52 


2 

2 

54 

1 

83,966 1 

0,6 

Total of Munster, . 

924 

24 

5 

16 

4 

4 

977 

72 

7 . 

70 

1,056 

1,035,405 

1.0 

.Lntrim Co. & Belfast 
Co.BorouBh Dart of 

142 

193 


16 

8 

3 

302 

162 

212 ‘ 

374 
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he Emigrants to “ Other Countrioa ” — 9 wore returned as having gone to India, S to Erance, and one to each of Algetis, 
Chili, China, and Spain. 
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i. — Showing the number of Male and Female Emigrants — Natives of Ireland — who left Irish Ports during each month of Uie year 1916. 



